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WELCOME TO the second edition of the Dorchester Heritage Magazine. The pilot 
was warmly received and you will find this publication is also packed full of local 
heritage news, useful information and links. 

Borough Gardens is rightly featured on the 
cover as we celebrate its 125-year anniversary. 
The park has brought much pleasure to both 
residents and visitors since its creation in 1896, 
and has been all the more appreciated during 
this difficult time of lockdowns. There is such 
a sense of peace and joy walking through the 
beautiful plants and flowers and hearing the 
children at play; the gardens have provided a 
much-needed respite.

The Thomas Hardy birthday weekend was 
a great success. Events included the Thomas 
Hardy Victorian Fair and activities organised 
by the Thomas Hardy Society. A reminder 
that an outline of the ‘Mayor of Casterbridge 
walk’ and video recording of the birthday lec-
ture mentioned on page 13 can be found in 
the presentation ‘Dorchester Through Time – 
Thomas Hardy’s Casterbridge’ on the Thomas 
Hardy Victorian Fair website.

With restrictions easing, the town is coming 
back to life. Within these pages, you will find 
details of upcoming exhibitions and talks. It 
has been a challenging time for our heritage 
organisations and I hope that you will support 
and enjoy the events. 

Grateful thanks must go to our sponsor, 
Brewery Square. You may associate the new 
shopping and eating complex with modern 
Dorchester, but it has its roots in Dorchester’s 
brewing heritage. The local passion for beer 
makes a great story, a part of which has been set 
out on pages 18/19 by Ann Buckton of Copper 
Street Brewery.

With Dorchester Heritage Open Days’ focus 
on local food and drink this year and Dorches-
ter’s apple cake competition in September, 
there will be plenty of opportunities for treats. 
We are in for an abundant Autumn!

Miranda

From the editor…
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Shire Hall Historic Courthouse Museum

SHIRE HALL Historic Courthouse Museum is hosting a new exhibition ‘Georgian 
Dorset’, in partnership with Weymouth Museum, until 4th September. With artworks 
depicting places, people and leisure activities of the time, this exhibition will offer visi-

tors a snapshot of Georgian Dorset. 
The exhibition will feature selected artworks 

from the Bussell Collection, alongside pieces 
from George III visits to Weymouth. Ernest 
Bussell, a Weymouth ironmonger, was a well-
known collector of fine art.

Abbie King, Director of Shire Hall, said: 
“We’re excited to be partnering with Weymouth 
Museum to bring a new exhibition on Geor-
gian Dorset to Shire Hall this summer. The 
Bussell collection is one of the most impor-
tant collections held by Weymouth Museum, so 
it’s such a pleasure to exhibit this artwork and 
welcome visitors from across the county and 
country to see it.”

EXHIBITIONS
10th July - 4th September
Georgian Dorset: Selected Artworks 
from the Bussell Collection

19th August - 1st October
The Wackiest Race: Jason vs the 
System

EVENTS
16th - 17th August
Jason and the Argonauts on Tour

18th August
In Conversation with award-winning 
artist Jason Wilsher-Mills

6th September
Shire Hall Memory Café 

11th September
Teas and Talks – Villains, Victims and 
Tragedies: Stories from the Dorset 
Assizes

17th September
Drinks in the Clink: Gin Masterclass

2nd October
Teas and Talks – Underground 
Dorchester 

TRANSPORT 
YOURSELF  
GEORGIAN DORSET

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Shire Hall Historic Courthouse Museum
shirehalldorset.org/whatson

to
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TO CELEBRATE the re-opening of the Roman Town House, an exciting programme of 
creative events will be hosted at the site between July and September. The programme 
has been led by trainee producers Megan Dunford and Georgina Bolt, with support 

from The Arts Development Company, Dorset Council, and Dorset County Museum. The 
whole project has been made possible thanks to National Lottery funding and partnership 
funding provided by the Dorchester Heritage Committee, Fine Family Foundation, Dorset 
Council, Dorset County Museum and the Arts Development Company.

 We would like to welcome new visitors to 
the site and inspire the local community, so 
that they can also use this newly accessible 
space going forward. Featured artists to see 
this summer include Printmaker Jen Vincent, 
leading a drop-in workshop for young people 
and their families to creatively express their 

experience of lockdown. Artist and Performer 
Alistair Gentry will lead you on a mysterious 
tour of the space and discover a new view of 
the Roman Town House on 21st August. In 
September, to celebrate World Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Month, we will be bringing events 
and workshops to the space, focused on the 
wellbeing of those living with dementia and 
their carers. 

A special thanks to National lottery funding 
and our partners for making this possible.

SOMETHING FOR SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE!EVERYONE!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Roman Town House
dorsetmuseum.org/romantownhouse

Roman Town House
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Dorchester Heritage Open Days

Poundbury Community Farm on 
the edge of Poundbury is run by Transition 
Town Dorchester, a grassroots project set 
up to bring people together to use resources 
wisely and protect the environment.

The farm started with 60 heritage apple 
and pear trees planted by the children 
of the Prince of Wales School to honour 

HRH Prince Charles on his 60th birthday. 
The orchard is now part of the farm, which 
has several colonies of bees, a wildlife pond, 
geese, hens and an enormous polytunnel for 
growing vegetables. 

It’s a great way to get people together 
to explore ways of living more sustainably 
and building a community, through sharing 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Transition Town Dorchester
transitiontowndorchester.org/underlanche-community-farm/

Just some of the things to look 
forward to during HOD2021

12–18 September 2021

• Ancient Wessex Network – Neolithic 
cooking demonstrations at 
Maumbury Rings

• Victorian cooking demonstrations at 
Shire Hall

• Brewery tours
• Cream teas
• Roman Town House – talks and 

demonstrations
• Foraging walks
• Herbs and natural remedies
• Dorset apple cake competition
• Live music and performance in 

Borough Gardens

A Taste of 
Dorchester

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS is England’s largest festival of history and culture, taking 
place in September each year. This year’s theme is ‘Edible England’ – a great chance 
to explore the past, present and future of our culinary heritage.

Dorchester will be taking part again this 
year, with events running from 12th to 18th 
September across Dorchester and Poundbury.  

A full programme will be set out with a map 
to include talks, tours, activities and open 
days. With so much delicious local produce 
available, it would be too difficult to pack 
everything into one day, although an exciting 
day of food-related activities is planned for 
Sunday, 12th September.

growing space, tools, knowledge, ideas and 
work, and harvesting produce together.

The Community Farm will be open for 
HOD2021 on Wednesday morning and all 
day Saturday – 15th and 18th September.

Edible
 England

FOR MORE INFORMATION
A Taste of Dorchester
lovedorch.com/HOD

8 9Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Autumn 2021 Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Autumn 2021

http://www.transitiontowndorchester.org/underlanche-community-farm/
http://lovedorch.com/HOD


11Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Autumn 202110 Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Autumn 2021

http://www.swangallery.co.uk
http://crickmaystark.co.uk
http://battens.co.uk


THIS YEAR will mark the 130th anniversary of the publication of  Tess of the 
d’Urbervilles, arguably the most widely loved of Hardy’s novels, containing one of the 
most memorable heroines in English literature.

While contemporary society was scandalized 
by the concept of a fallen woman being cham-
pioned as pure, the novel was scathing in its 
exposure of hypocritical nineteenth-century 
sexual and social mores. This is a story that 
has transcended time and place, still resonat-
ing with audiences around the globe.

Join the 2021 THS Study Day reviewing 

Tess of the d’Urbervilles on Saturday 23rd Octo-
ber at 9.15am at Rear Hall, United Church, 
Dorchester. Featuring talks, seminars and 
performances, a day for all appreciators of 
Hardy. £30 or £15 for students/unwaged, to 
include all refreshments and a buffet lunch. 
Please book through the events page on the 
Thomas Hardy Society website.

IT WAS GREAT to be able to gather this year to celebrate Thomas Hardy’s birthday. The first 
event of the weekend was a walk around Michael Henchard’s Casterbridge, led by Chairman, Dr 
Tony Fincham. ‘From Pummery Ridge to Maembury Rings and Standfast Bridge’ proved to be 

the most popular walk hosted by the Society in many years!
The celebrations continued with the birthday 

lecture given by Dr Jonathan Memel, lecturer 
at Bishop Grosseteste University, Lincoln. His 
subject was ‘Thomas Hardy: Natural Book-
worm?’ Although Hardy thought of himself as 
a ‘born bookworm’ who learnt to read ‘almost 
before he could walk’, in his fiction, education 
is frequently a source of despair and alienation. 

There followed a wreath-laying at Hardy’s 
statue at Top o’ Town. The Mayor of Dorches-
ter, Gareth Jones, read from The Mayor of 
Casterbridge before laying his wreath, while Dr 
Jonathan Memel read a poem and then laid 
the Hardy Society wreath. The procession then 
moved on to the William Barnes statue out-
side St Peter’s Church for more readings and 
another wreath-laying. 

On Saturday evening, members enjoyed 
a delightful collection of folk music entitled 
‘Tess’s Folk Songs’ played on a variety of instru-
ments by musicians James Findlay (BBC Young 
Folk Musician of the Year) and Jerry Bird (The 
Stomping Boondocks, The Dambuskers, State 
of Undress). 

On Sunday morning a service of Holy 
Communion was led by the Archdeacon of 
Sherborne, the Venerable Penny Sayer, at St. 
Michael’s Church, Stinsford.  After the service 
Tony Fincham read from Hardy’s poetry and 

laid a wreath at his grave, and those present 
were treated to Prosecco, cakes and biscuits 
provided by Michael and Sue Clarke.

A delightful weekend, and the first oppor-
tunity for many to participate physically in an 
event in a long time!

Thomas Hardy Society

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Thomas Hardy Society
hardysociety.org

a story that is
still resonating today

Tess
THS Birthday Weekend

Dr Tony Fincham at St Michaels Stinsford

James Findlay and Jerry Bird

Mayor of Casterbridge Walk

12 13Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Autumn 2021 Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Autumn 2021

http://www.hardysociety.org


Borough Gardens

FEW COULD argue that the Borough Gardens are a jewel in Dorchester’s crown. 
Lovingly maintained by Dorchester Town Council, they remain a popular landmark 
and source of civic pride.

In 1895, Alderman Gregory John Gregory 
Gregory, Mayor of Dorchester, paid £3,400 
to the Duchy of Cornwall for undeveloped 
land to construct ‘pleasure gardens for the 
health and recreation of the inhabitants of 
Dorchester’.

Officially opened on 30th July 1896, the 
Borough Gardens retain their Victorian 
layout and features, together with the orig-
inal structural planting, laid out to a plan by 
the renowned landscape architect William 

Goldring of Kew Gardens, who personally 
supervised the planting.

The ornate bandstand was donated by 
Col. W.E. Brymer MP in 1898 as a memo-
rial to Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, in 
acknowledgement of the kindness he received 
from Dorchester townspeople. 

In the same year, the marble fountain was 
donated by Charles Hansford, local business-
man and benefactor, in memory of Alderman 
Gregory, his brother-in-law, who was Mayor 
of Dorchester five times.

The stone obelisk, known as the Tirah 
Memorial, is dedicated to the memory of the 
men of the 1st Battalion Dorset Regiment who 
died in India during the Tirah Campaign of 
1897-98.

The iconic red, green and gold clock tower 
was gifted to the town by Charles Hansford 

Borough Gardens

in 1905 and has panels bearing the Borough 
arms.

Other features include an analemmatic 
sundial, tennis courts, bowling green and 
19th century pavilion, a play area, adults fit-
ness equipment, refreshment kiosk and toilet 
block. The gardens continue to be developed, 
with the recent creation of a Writers’ rose gar-
den, planted with David Austin English roses 
and special shield beds, seasonally planted 
to commemorate anniversaries of local and 
national organisations and charities.

The park has been a focus for many of 

Dorchester’s events since Victorian times and 
live music and other events still take place 
in the gardens over most weekends dur-
ing the summer. Recent events include the 
Mayor-making ceremony and the Thomas 
Hardy Victorian Fair. The annual Cider Fes-
tival will take place on 21st August, Heritage 
Open Day’s ‘Edible England’ will be on 12th 
September, the Tirah ceremony on the 28th 
October and Dorset Food & Drink have a 
pop-up food market on the last Saturday each 
month until 30th October.

125 years of pleasure

Celebrating

Tatterdemalion and the Mayor

The public gardens are open every 
day from dawn until dusk in the 
winter and 9.00pm in the summer 

and are wheelchair accessible from all 
entrances, located on the corner between 

Albert Road and Princes Street, Cornwall Road, 
Bowling Alley Walk and West Walks.  
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Brewery Square 

Thomas Hardy was persuaded by Alfred 
Pope to buy shares in the Green Dragon 
Brewery in 1870. He describes Dorchester Ale 
in his novel, The Trumpet Major:

It was of the most beautiful colour that the eye of 
an artist in beer could desire; full in body, yet brisk as 
a volcano; piquant, yet without a twang; luminous 
as an autumn sunset; free from streakiness of taste, 
but, finally, rather heady. The masses worshipped it, 
the minor gentry loved it more than wine, and by the 
most illustrious county families it was not despised. 
Anybody being brought up for being drunk and 
disorderly in the streets of its natal borough, had only 
to prove that he was a stranger to the place and its 
liquor to be honourably dismissed by the magistrates, 
as one overtaken in a fault that no man could guard  
    against who entered the town unawares.

Today the Brewery site has given way to 
Brewery Square with residential accommo-
dation, shops, fine restaurants, and eateries 
together with a cinema. The famous Hardy Ale 
is now brewed in London by Interbrau.  

In 2018, Copper Street Brewery was 
established on the site, bringing back the 
tradition of brewing great ales in the town. 
Like the original brewers, the company 
recognizes the perfect location next to the 
main line train station. The themed ales pay 
tribute to our Saxon heritage. Brewhouse & 
Kitchen, a microbrewer and pub, is also part 
of the development. The popular alehouse 
produces a range of freshly-brewed craft beer, 
a trend taking us back to the brewing traditions 
of centuries past. 

FOR OVER 100 years Eldridge Pope 
Brewery was one of the most important 
and imposing buildings in Dorches-

ter. Its history began in 1835 with Charles 
Eldridge taking the lease of the Antelope 
Hotel, a coaching inn in Cornhill. Charles 
became landlord of the Green Dragon 
pub in Durngate Street and his wife Sarah 
brewed the beer. They acquired a small plot 
of land where they built a small brewery (now 
Waitrose). They also went on to own the old 
Pale Ale Brewery in High East Street, where 
the entrance arch to the brewery still stands. 
Edwin Pope became a partner in 1873. By 
this time, the company owned two breweries, 
seven malthouses, three hotels and 26 pubs. 
In 1881 the brewery expanded by acquiring 
six acres of land near the railway line. It was 
to become the largest employer in the town 
and despite a huge fire in 1922, it continued 
until the site was sold in 2001.

BREWING
BEER in
BREWERY 
SQUARE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Brewery Square
brewerysquare.com

The Dorchester Brewery designed by W.R. Crickmay who had 
mentored Thomas Hardy in his early years as an architect. It 
was built in 1880 and opened in 1881

‘But will you not drink with me, sir?
I find this Casterbridge ale warreming 
to the stomach’ The Mayor of Casterbridge

Eldridge Pope’s Malthouse
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HAVING REOPENED with several 
new displays in May, the Keep Mil-
itary Museum has reinstated its 

joint plan with the town of Dorchester to 
commemorate and celebrate the anniver-
sary of Victory in 1945.  On the weekend of 
14th/15th August – fifteen months later than 
originally planned – there will be services 
and concerts and other events to mark the 
76th anniversary of VJ-Day and the end of a 
world war which cost 60 million lives.

There is much to be proud of and remem-
ber. Between 1939 and 1945, the regiments 
represented at the Keep Museum – the Devon 
Regiment, Dorset Regiment and Dorset Yeo-
manry – fought in every major theatre of war 
except North Africa. Some fought a gallant 
rearguard action in the retreat to Dunkirk.  
Others were at the siege of Malta and landed 
in Sicily and Italy before becoming the first 
British infantry ashore on D-Day.  Some broke 
the Japanese offensive at Imphal and Kohima 
before advancing south past Mandalay.  Others 
fought at Arnhem and later crossed the Rhine 
to invade and occupy Hitler’s Germany.  

The museum will open both Saturday and 
Sunday. Events include a party for the fami-
lies of some of the many veterans who liberated 
western Europe and preserved our freedom.  

The Keep Military Museum

VICTORY
CELEBRATIONS
POST-COVID

FOR MORE INFORMATION
The Keep Military Museum
keepmilitarymuseum.org Dorchester War Memorial
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Dorset Museum

A UNIQUE art exhibition is currently on display at Dorset Museum, inspired by objects 
found in local museums. Wessex Museums invited contemporary artist Ann-Marie 
James to explore the collections of The Salisbury Museum, Wiltshire Museum, Poole 

Museum and Dorset Museum, and choose an object from each to inspire a series of new artworks.
The result is Alchemy, an exhibition that 

uncovers new meanings in the collections – 
and creatively illuminates the significance of 
Wessex.

Ann-Marie James spent a year ‘reimagining’ 
these artefacts to create the new artworks. All 
the pieces are in gold and/or white – gold from 
the Bush Barrow Lozenge and the tale of Bac-
chus and Midas, white from the chalk that the 

Amesbury Archer was found in, and the white 
of the Roman mosaic.

Her techniques included drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and gilding with 24ct gold. For 
‘Bacchus’, she shaved a Roman mosaic design 
into a cream rug.

Alchemy, comprising over 20 artworks, 
is on display at Dorset Museum until 5th 
September 2021. 

DORCHESTER ARTIST Peter Runeckles was given unique access to the Museum  
construction site between 2018 and 2020. Working alongside the team from  
Acheson Construction, a series of watercolour paintings record the highs and lows of 

the building of the new Dorset Museum.
Peter Runeckles said, “I realised that the 

process of demolition and rebuilding would 
never be seen by most people, so I thought 
I would do a series of paintings to record it.  
My pictures represent different stages of the 

process and different views including from the 
top of St Peter’s Church tower.”

A Museum in the Making is currently on dis-
play at Dorset Museum until 24 October 2021.

These exhibitions are included as part of the admission 
price which is inclusive of a 12-month annual pass. You 
can save 10% when you book advance tickets online 
using promo code DH2021ART. The offer is valid until 
30th September 2021.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorset Museum
dorsetmuseum.org

Exhibitions
at Dorset Museum

A Museum in the Making

Alchemy: Artefacts Reimagined
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William Barnes Society

THE WILLIAM BARNES SOCIETY’S last in-person meeting was held just before the 
first lockdown, on 10th March 2020. On the agenda was a fascinating presentation on 
Thomas Hardy’s debt to William Barnes given by Society member, Dr. Alan Chedzoy. 

Dr. Chedzoy has written and lectured extensively on the life and work of William Barnes.
With the recent Thomas Hardy Society cel-

ebrations in Dorchester for Hardy’s birthday, 
it seems timely to look at the relationship 
between these two renowned Dorset literary 
figures. The statues of each man are but a few 
hundred meters apart along High West Street.

Barnes and Hardy became acquainted when 
the 16 year old Thomas Hardy worked in the 
architectural firm of John Hicks at 39 South 
Street in Dorchester, next door to the school 
that Barnes and his wife Julia had established 
in 1847. This first phase of their relationship 
was one of master and pupil as Hardy sought 
Barnes’ help with Latin translations in efforts 
to improve his language skills. 

Once Hardy moved away from Dorchester 
there was little contact between them, but their 
acquaintance was renewed when Hardy moved 
back to Dorchester in 1883 and lived at Max 

Gate. Their views on rural life, rural economy 
and religion differed; whereas Barnes champi-
oned the Dorset dialect, Hardy saw it as a dying 
form. 

However, Hardy called regularly at Came 
Rectory where Barnes, now Rector, lived. 
Hardy enjoyed Barnes’ anecdotes of rural life 
and its hard not to see the influence of Barnes 
in the rustic characters of Hardy’s novels such 
as Joseph Poorgrass. When Barnes died in 
1886 Hardy wrote a poem, ‘The Last Signal’, 
in memory of Barnes, recalling:

He who in his prime
Trudged so many a time from that gate athwart 
the land!

Jane Ashdown of the WBS lays a wreath

FOR MORE INFORMATION
William Barnes Society
williambarnessociety.org.uk
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Dorchester Association

Dorchester Civic Society

DORCHESTER CIVIC SOCIETY is dedicated to the continuous improvement of our 
town as a wonderful place to live, work and visit. For nearly 50 years, they have been 
an independent voice for local people, providing a forum to share ideas and opinions 

with like-minded individuals who care for Dorchester’s special character and its future.
Its purpose is simple: to promote civic pride 

and encourage high standards of architec-
ture, urban design and planning. The Society 
campaigns for the protection of our heritage 
and environment to preserve and enhance 
buildings of historic interest and the town’s 
landscape setting, as well as fighting against 
inappropriate development.

With over 100 members, they offer some-
thing for everyone. So if you’re curious about 
Dorchester’s past, or want to get involved in 

defending our future, there’s never been a bet-
ter time to join. A new season of public talks 
starts in September (online and onsite) and 
showcases an exciting variety of topics includ-
ing ‘Urban Greening’ and ‘The Future of 
Town Centres’.

AFTER A YEAR of meeting by Zoom, 
the Dorchester Association were 
able to arrange some outside meet-

ings to take place during the summer. The 
first of these was a guided tour in June of the 
newly re-opened Roman Town House with 
Steve Wallis, Senior Archaeologist at Dor-
set Council. A historical walk around Cerne 
Abbas, led by Chairman, Chris Copson, took 
place in July.

A new programme of talks begins on Thurs-
day 30th September with National Trust 
archaeologist Nancy Grace, speaking on the 
recent research into the age of the Cerne 
Giant. The meeting is due to be held at the 
Dorford Centre at 7.30pm. It is free to mem-
bers and there is a suggested donation of £3 for 
non-members. All are welcome.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorchester Civic Society
dorchestercivicsociety.org.uk

An Independent Voice 
for Local People

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorchester Association
dorchester-association.co.uk
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