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THE DAYS may be getting chillier and 
the nights drawing in, but there is still 
much to enjoy in Dorchester as the 

season shifts to winter and the year comes to 
a close. 

In this edition, we recognise the Royal British 
Legion’s centenary in our feature “Dorchester 
Remembers”. The sacrifice made by local peo-
ple in two world wars and their compassion 
and forgiveness has been carved in stone on 
the Cenotaph, POW Memorial and the Peace 
statue. The fascinating displays in the Keep Mil-
itary Museum ensures we will never forget the 
heroism and tragedy of war.

In September, “A Taste of Dorchester” cele-
brated Heritage Open Days with a week of events. 
We enjoyed Roman cooking demonstrations at 
the Roman Town House, “Stir the Pudding” at 
Shire Hall and a special Mad Hatter’s picnic at 
Borough Gardens. Dorset Museum and the Keep 
opened their doors and the event ended with 
apple pressing and scything at Poundbury and a 
history village at Maumbury Rings.

From the editor…
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Although there is always something comfort-
ing about darker evenings, candlelight, cosy 
fires and curling up inside with a good book, 
this winter offers many good reasons to ven-
ture out. You can visit “Elmer the Patchwork 
Elephant” at Dorset Museum and enjoy perfor-
mances of the New Hardy Players’ production 
“The Mayor of Casterbridge”. 

As Christmas approaches, there will be a 
fun day of music and shopping at Dorchester 
Christmas Cracker, which will be an all-day 
event this year, with High West and High East 
streets closed to traffic. There will be a craft fair 
in the Corn Exchange, a festive food market 
in Dorset Museum and a Christmas market in 
Shire Hall. All on Sunday, 12th December.

You can also enjoy special evenings at The 
King’s Arms, our winter sponsor, in their beau-
tifully renovated restaurant, bar and rooms; a 
stylish and decadent experience in the heart of 
Dorchester.

Warmest Wishes

Miranda
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Heritage News

GENERATIONS OF CHILDREN have 
played on the much-loved steam 
roller in the play area in the King’s 

Road playing field, but it’s now in need of 
some TLC to remove rust and decay.

Dorchester Town Council has arranged for 
Spitfire Forge to carry out extensive repairs 
over the next few months and so the vintage 
vehicle will be fenced off until Spring.

Dorchester Steam Plough Works was estab-
lished by Frank Eddison in 1877, manufacturing 
steam engines which were used throughout 
the country and abroad. By 1904, Eddison had 
150 traction engines and steam rollers at its 
Dorchester base. Thomas Hardy was disgrun-
tled as he could hear the noisy factory from his 
house at Max Gate and made frequent written 
complaints about the hooter, which sounded 
at 5.45am every morning to summon the 
workforce.

Heritage news

DORCHESTER’S 
ROLLER COASTER

REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY

When farm use declined, the company hired 
out steam rollers for road building and became 
the Eddison Steam Rolling Company with the 
slogan “Eddison Everywhere”. 

Worn out engines were donated by the com-
pany to children’s playgrounds, including the 
one gifted to Dorchester in the early 1960s, a 
ten-ton road roller originally built in 1922. 

The Wareham Road works shut in 1965 with 
the company, then owned by BET, moving to 
the Grove Trading Estate. The company closed 
in the 1970s. 

DORCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
is hopeful the parade for Remem-
brance Sunday will take place on 

Sunday, 14th November this year, with a ser-
vice planned at the War Memorial, South 
Walks Road at 10.50am. 

There will be a two-minute silence at 11am to 
reflect on those that gave their lives for us to live 
in safety, free from the conflicts of war.  Orders 
of Service will be available from the town coun-
cil’s website closer to the time but government 

advice on mass gatherings will be monitored to 
ensure compliance and the health and safety 
of participants.  Therefore, the event could be 
cancelled at short notice so please check the 
website before attending.

The Dorset Royal British Legion launched 
its annual poppy appeal at The Keep Military 
Museum on 28th October and invite you to give 
generously again this year.
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New Hardy Players

THE MOST AMBITIOUS production of The Mayor of Casterbridge ever staged in its ‘twin 
town’ of Dorchester took to the stage – and the screen – this October and returns in 
December. 

The Mayor of Casterbridge is one of Thomas 
Hardy’s most famous stories, involving the scan-
dalous auction of a young hay trusser’s wife and 
its inevitable consequences. The adaptation is 
by award-winning scriptwriter, Philip Goulding, 
and the cast is led by Mike Staddon as Henchard 
and Amelia Chorley as Elizabeth-Jane. It has a 
beautiful original musical score, 
composed by Alastair Simpson, 
that was pre-recorded in 
Cerne Abbas church by Tat-
terdemalion.

The multi-media extra-
vanganza, put on by 
the New Hardy Players 
under the expert direc-
tion of Tim Laycock and 
Emma Hill, required great 
ingenuity to comply with 
Covid-19 restrictions, 

including rehearsing on Zoom and in a field, 
and filming crowd scenes on location around 
Dorchester. These film sequences, involving a 
cast and crew of more than eighty local people, 
are interspersed throughout the live action on 
stage, to bring Hardy’s classic to old and new 
audiences.

Local theatregoers and Hardy lovers 
are clearly excited about it, with 
most performances selling out 
within days.

“We’ve been amazed by the 
response and we’re very excited to 

be back with such a fantastic produc-
tion,” said Emma Hill, co-director. 
“It’s been very challenging, but the 

support we’ve had from the local 
community made us all the more 
determined to make this happen. It’s 
so good to be back.”

Tim Laycock added: “We know that Hardy was 
actively interested in film and that he went to 
watch location filming for a silent-film adaptation 
in 1921. I hope we’ve created something special 
that he would have approved of.”

The New Hardy Players’ The Mayor of Caster-
bridge opened at Dorset Museum with a 
special gala evening, followed by per-
formances at Moreton village hall, 
Portesham village hall and The 
Exchange, Sturminster Newton. 
The play returns to Dorchester 
for two further performances 
in mid-December.

The Multi-media MayorThe Multi-media Mayor

FOR MORE INFORMATION
New Hardy Players
hardyonline.org

I hope we’ve created 
something special 
that Hardy  would 
approve of  Tim Laycock
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The King’s Arms

THE FIRST RECORDS of an inn on 
the site of The King’s Arms date back 
to the 16th century. Though its roots 

are medieval, it is doubtful whether any of 
this earlier building survives, with the cur-
rent building dating from 1720. Built on the 
main route from London to the South West, 
it underwent a large-scale rebuilding in the 
early 19th century when it was owned by the 
Earl of Shaftesbury, a major landowner in 
Dorchester. The resulting exemplary and 
stately Georgian good looks are still striking 
today: a porch with Doric columns; an entab-
lature carrying cast iron railings; and large 
bow windows on the first and second floors.

HHistoryistory
Dorchester is the heart of Thomas Hardy 

country, the Casterbridge of his novels. The 
King’s Arms featured in his writing and his 
life. He dined here, wrote here, and welcomed 
friends here. Literary friends, including Robert 
Louis Stephenson, in 1885, stayed at The King’s 
Arms whilst visiting Hardy. It is presumed much 
of The Mayor of Casterbridge was written here 
between June 1883 and June 1885.

By 1888 The King’s Arms was owned by the 
Rt.Hon Henry Gerard, Baron Alington of 
Crichel. Then, sadly, for most of the 20th Cen-

tury it was owned by large breweries and subject 
to corporate mergers and buyouts. It passed 
from local Weymouth based John Groves & 
Sons, to Greenalls, Scottish & Newcastle and 
The Spirit Group. In 2005 the property was 
sold by The Spirit Group to a local property 
developer Mark Bowley and refurbished only 
to be sold again two years later to another local 
entrepreneur, Simon Pickup, before going into 
receivership. Throughout this time the many 
original features of this lovely building, were 
sadly ripped out and covered over.

The Stay Original Company stepped in and 
bought the building from the receiver in 2015.
They invested in the refurbishing of this very 
special historic building, breathing life again 
into an illustrious property, restoring it to the 
high level it deserves and finally re-opening it 
again in September 2020.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
The Kings Arms
thekingsarmsdorchester.com

A spacious bow-window projected into the street over 
the main portico, and from the open sashes came 
the babble of voices, the jingle of glasses, and the 
drawing of corks. From ‘The Mayor of Casterbridge’ by Thomas Hardy

A A RRichich
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THERE’S SOMETHING about Dorches-
ter that really gets under people’s 
skin. The Romans knew it, the Geor-

gians knew it, Thomas Hardy definitely knew 
it, and those of us who are lucky enough to 
call this lovely town home, know it too. We 
have a vested interest in its past, present and 
future. 

The Dorchester Civic Society has recently 
completed their Member Survey 2021 to bet-
ter understand the issues that matter most to 
local residents and will help shape the society’s 
priorities. Uppermost concerns are the Dorset 
Local Plan; revitalising the town centre; going 

deeper, wider and faster in response to the 
climate emergency; and, finally, a desire to 
make sure Dorchester is an attractive place for 
young people to live, work and thrive.

Engaging young people with urban plan-
ning is the focus of an exciting new project. 
School children from the local area have been 
invited to share their ideas and put forward 
their visions for Dorchester. The results will be 
announced later in the year.

WHY COMMUNITY 
PARTICIPATION IS SO 
IMPORTANT FOR SHAPING 
URBAN PLANNING

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorchester Civic Society
dorchestercivicsociety.org.uk

Dorchester Civic Society

DORCHESTER ASSOCIATION returned 
to meeting normally in September, 
albeit with socially distanced seating. 

National Trust Archaeologist, Nancy Grace, 
spoke about recent work to date the Cerne 
Giant. The results were surprising, suggesting 
a 10th century date, with the probability that 
the phallus was a later addition.

We had to change the location of the talk to 
the Sunninghill School Hall, but we return to 
the Dorford Centre for the remainder of our 

Dorchester Association

Research into Local 
History &  Archaeology

talks. November 25th will be Rob Curtis speak-
ing on “Inner Sanctums, Private Business”, a 
social history of sanitation. January 27th is Dr. 
Paul Kelly speaking on “King Alfred the Great: 
in Dorset and beyond”. Visitors are welcome 
with a suggested donation of £3. Meetings start 
at 7.30pm.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorchester Association
dorchester-association.co.uk
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A MILITARY MUSEUM’S primary 
purpose all year round is remem-
brance. 

We remember comradeship and courage.  
The Dorset Regiment’s Victoria Cross was won 
by Private Sam Vickery from Wambrook. In 
NW India in 1897, Sam ran out under heavy 
fire to bring in a wounded comrade.  Later, he 
killed three enemy combatants who attacked 
him when he was alone and separated from his 
Company.  In the Boer War, Sam escaped from 
captivity and enlisted again in 1914 to fight in 
France.  The Dorsets killed at Tirah in 1897 are 
remembered by the memorial in the Borough 
Gardens in Dorchester, where an annual service 
is held each October, but they’re remembered 
every day at the Keep Military  Museum.

We remember leadership. In Egypt in 
February 1916, Lieutenant John Blaksley led his 
Troop of the Dorset Cavalry in one of the last 
cavalry charges. Charging the machine guns, 

THE TIRAH MEMORIAL in Borough 
Gardens was erected and dedicated to 
the memory of the non-commissioned 

officers and men of the 1st Battalion Dorset 
Regiment who died in the Indian Northwest 
Frontier Tirah Campaign of 1897-98. The 
names of the fallen are carved onto the granite.

The day of the unveiling on 24th May 1900 
was a public holiday in the town to celebrate the 
81st birthday of Queen Victoria and the Relief 
of Mafeking, a 217-day siege battle for the town 
of Mafeking in South Africa during the Second 
Boer War.

A memorial service has been held each Octo-
ber ever since.  This year, wreaths were laid on 
behalf of the Regimental Association by Elliot 
Metcalfe, Director of Keep Military Museum 
and the Mayor, Cllr Gareth Jones, whose great 
grandfather was wounded during the cam-
paign, laid one on behalf of the town. 

Above all, we 
remember the 
tragedy

The Keep Military Museum

REMEMBRANCE
AT THE KEEP
by Christopher JaryWe remember…

FOR MORE INFORMATION
The Keep Military Museum
keepmilitarymuseum.org

young John lost two horses but faced the enemy 
on foot, revolver in hand, and helped to capture 
the enemy’s leader. Miraculously, he survived to 
return to Dorset and to wear the Military Cross 
he won that day.

Above all, we remember the tragedy. In the 
dense Burmese jungle on 12th June 1944, Cap-
tain Joe Chamberlin MC, the 2nd Dorsets’ 
devoted Medical Officer, remembered hearing 
a noise.  

Someone who had been hit – invisible in the 
dense scrub and trees – was crying for help.  The 
cries went on for so very long and we couldn’t 
even begin to try and find him.  By the time 
someone got to him he was dead.

His mother’s only son, Private Leslie Willi-
mott was just past his twentieth birthday.

Our task as a military museum is to remind 
ourselves and everyone else why, despite the 
remarkable human qualities it can inspire, war 
must be avoided.  Remembering ensures that it 
won’t happen again. 

Samuel Vickery VC

Dorset Regiment graves at Kohima, 1944

Dorset Yeomanry Charge at Agagia (painting by Lady Butler)

14 Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Winter 2021 15Dorchester Heritage Magazine  |  Winter 2021

http://grassby-funeral.co.uk


SHIRE HALL MUSEUM announces its 2022 programme of activities. Highlights of the year 
include a spotlight exhibition from the British Museum on crossings and community, an 
exhibition on the life and works of Agatha Christie and the launch of the Museum’s new 

series “Raising Voices”.
Abbie King, Director of Shire Hall Historic 

Courthouse Museum, said: “We’re thrilled to 
be able to share our 2022 programme of activ-
ities at Shire Hall. Social justice is at the heart 
of everything we do at Shire Hall and next year 
we’ll be exploring topics from immigration and 
refugees to women’s experiences with the jus-
tice system. Alongside our exhibitions, we will 

continue our diverse range of activities from 
schools’ workshops and business events to our 
Memory Café. 2022 promises to be an unforget-
table year for Shire Hall.” 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Shire Hall Historic Courthouse Museum
shirehalldorset.org/whatson

Social justice is at the heart of 
everything we do at Shire Hall  Abbie King

AYEARYEAR
FORJUSTICEJUSTICE  

Shire Hall Historic Courthouse Museum
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Dorchester Remembers

A Symbol of Hope and
Remembrance for 100 Years

THIS YEAR witnesses the centenary of 
the Royal British Legion and Poppy 
Day, but why did we adopt the poppy 

as a symbol of remembrance?
Much of the fighting in WW1 took place on 

the Western Front. The European countryside 
was blasted, bombed, and devastated by fierce 
fighting. The terrain turned to mud, where 
little or nothing could grow. However, life is 
resilient and from this bleak landscape grew 
thousands of bright red Flanders poppies. The 
display was a striking reminder of all the blood-
shed and destruction but, such beauty was also 
a sign of hope.

The poem “In Flanders Field” inspired 
Moina Michael to campaign to get the poppy 
adopted as an official symbol of Remem-
brance for those that lost their lives in 
battle. Her efforts were taken up by Anna 
Guerin in 1921, who sold silk poppies in  

London, and persuaded the Royal British 
Legion, founded the same year, to adopt the 
poppy as its emblem. The 9,000,000 pop-
pies sold out straight away, raising more 
than £106,000 for those whose lives had been 
affected by the war, by helping to find them 
jobs and somewhere to live once they were no 
longer serving in the army.

Dorchester Poppy Trail

Keep Military Museum and Dorchester 
Town Council have developed a series of 

information boards for key WW1 sites around 
Dorchester, with a map linking them together 
with other locations on which plaques have 
been placed. The Poppy Trail leaflet, which 
can be downloaded at doradormouse.co.uk/
dorchester-poppy, presents a timely opportu-
nity to understand and remember the impact 
The Great War had on our town. 

Fordington POW Memorial

The Fordington memorial commemorates 
45 German Prisoners of War who died 

whilst at Dorchester camp. It is the only known 
free-standing memorial in England that com-
memorates German PoW deaths and stands 
in the grounds of St George’s Church, where 
many were buried.

The monument erected in 1919, was designed 
and built by German PoWs and has links to 

novelist Thomas Hardy. He visited Dorchester’s 
POW camp and recruited a prisoner to work in 
his garden at Max Gate.

“All You Need is Love”

The Peace Sculpture sited opposite the 
Dorchester War Memorial was commis-

sioned by Dorchester Town Council. It mirrors 
one the sculptor, Mike Chapman, a Dorchester 
resident, created for Lubbecke in Germany, 
when he was invited to visit our twin town in 
2014. Mike carved it from a half tonne block 
of local Portland stone as a testament to our 
ongoing peacetime relationship with our Euro-
pean neighbours.

Peace Sculpture - “All you Need is Love”

Fordington Memorial

German POWs

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders’ fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders Fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,

If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders Fields.

By Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae

German POWs at Dorchester Camp
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IN JULY members of the Thomas Hardy Society were at long last able to meet again to share 
their  appreciation for the life and works of the great author. Sadly almost all of our inter-
national contingent were missing due to travel restrictions, but over sixty enthusiasts and 

academics alike gathered in the beautiful grounds of Sunninghill School for a week of lectures, 
workshops, walks and tours, and evening entertainment.

Saturday night brought a bespoke recording 
of none other than Julie Christie addressing us 
from her lovely garden with favourite passages 
from Far From the Madding Crowd. Due to inclem-
ent weather the traditional barn dance had to 
be cancelled, but Ruth and Colin Thompson 
(and friends) instead treated us to a wonderful 
concert of nineteenth-century folk music that 
Hardy would have been familiar with and loved. 
The Sunday service at Stinsford Church saw the 
ceremony consecrating the memorial stone to 
Hardy which had originally been laid in Poet’s 

Corner at Westminster Abbey after Hardy’s 
funeral in 1928. It now resides under his favour-
ite church window, while a shiny new stone has 
been installed at the Abbey in its place.

During the week, delegates were treated to 
evenings of poetry reading with Professor Mark 
Ford and Pascal Petit, along with an evening 
of Gothic ghosts and ghouls dedicated to the 
meeting between Hardy and M.R. James, and 
their shared love of dark stories. There was 
also a painting workshop, a piano recital by 
the incredible renowned concert pianist Philip 

Lange, a performance by Tatterdemalion and 
Tim Laycock of Satires of Circumstance and a 
book launch to celebrate the publication of 
Thomas Hardy and Religion by the recently inau-
gurated THS Chairman the Reverend Canon 
Richard Franklin.

Luke Rake, Principal of Kingston Maur-
ward College, gave a talk on Tess and the 
many muses who inspired the creation of her 
character; Professor Pamela Gilbert travelled 
from Florida to give a lecture on the body in 
A Laodicean; Professor Jane Thomas spoke on 
Desperate Remedies as Hardy’s youthful mani-
festo; and Mark Chutter regaled us with tales 
of the Mixen Lane of Hardy’s day, complete 
with white aprons, skimmity rides and subver-
sive religion. Mark also led a walk exploring 

Fordington and connections with the Moule 
family. Other walks and tours included a trip to 
Stourhead, a walk around Puddletown – home 
of Hardy’s extended family, a musical walk rec-
reating Under the Greenwood Tree, a Tess coach 
tour, a trip to the Isle of Slingers, a tour of Pur-
beck and tours of Beaminster and Bridport.

The week culiminated in a brilliant appear-
ance by the always fantastic Alan Johnson MP, 
reminiscing about the part played by Hardy and 
literature in his life and work. A fantastic time 
enjoyed by all, and we are looking forward to 
welcoming everyone back again in July 2022!

 

A Successful THS 
Conference Despite Covid!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Thomas Hardy Society
hardysociety.org

Thomas Hardy Society
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Dorset Museum

THE FIRST EVER major retrospective 
of David McKee’s striking illustration 
will be open from the 13th of October 

at Dorset Museum.
For the first time ever, families from across 

the region will be able to step into David McK-
ee’s colourful world in this characteristically 
playful exhibition from Seven Stories - The 
National Centre for Children’s Books exhi-

bition as it celebrates over 30 years of 
Elmer the Patchwork Elephant. 

Engaging with children and 
families was at the centre of 
Dorset Museum’s recent rede-
velopment and this exhibition 
provides further exciting oppor-
tunities for visitor engagement 
and family fun. It follows the 

Museum’s shortlisting for the Kids 
in Museums Family Friendly Museum 

Award, 2021.
First stop will be Elmer’s world, where vis-

itors will be greeted by a giant Elmer jigsaw 
and enjoy the ultimate Instagram moment. 
The adventure continues as guests walk 
through Elmer’s jungle, encountering charac-
ters and stories along the way. 

As well as illustrations from the Elmer series 

A TRIUM-PHANT
EXHIBITION!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorset Museum
dorsetmuseum.org

there will be original artwork from Not Now 
Bernard, Mr Benn and King Rollo as well as 
the opportunity to dress up in fancy dress 
from the costume shop featured in Mr Benn 
and a reading area.

Visitors will be able to explore David 
McKee’s vibrant illustrations in great depth 
through the use of many multi-sensory ele-
ments including colour, texture and sound 
plus visualise McKee’s use of perspective 
through an interactive mirrored walkway.

A dedicated area of the exhibition has 
been co-produced with Seven Stories’ Young 
Producers highlighting its organisational 
commitment to working collaboratively with 
children and young people. 

Elmer remains one of the most widely read 
children’s book series of all time, selling over 
ten million copies worldwide since it was first 
published by Andersen Press in 1989. Written 
and illustrated by celebrated children’s author 
and artist David McKee, the Elmer books have 
been translated into more than 50 languages 
and now new books, toys and clothing add to 
the world of Elmer the Patchwork Elephant.

Families and Elmer fans can enjoy the 
exhibition at Dorset Museum from 13th Octo-
ber 2021 to 9th January 2022.

Elmer has 
sold over 

ten million 
copies 

worldwide
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DURNGATE STREET is a turning off South Street and 
has a number of heritage features to reward any-
one interested in Dorchester’s past and in William 

Barnes. It was in Durngate Street that Barnes established his 
first Dorchester home and school in 1835. He remained there 
for two years, but it is not possible to identify the house in 
which he lived, as there have been many changes to the street 
over the years. However, Barnes’ poetry does live on at the 
base of the statue of the shepherd and his dog prominently 
positioned midway along the street.

Henry Ling Limited commissioned this sculpture by artist 
John Doubleday, ‘The Dorset Shepherd,’ in the year 

2000; Ling printers have been in Dorchester 
since 1804. The sculpture is a tribute to the 

quiet heroism and wisdom of pastoralists 
and cultivators who provided inspiration 
for the literary heritage of Dorchester 
including both William Barnes and 

Thomas Hardy.
Of additional interest to anyone 

strolling along this historic street 
is the plaque to Tom Roberts, an 
eminent Australian artist who 
lived on Durngate Street in the 

late 1850s. Roberts was too 
young to have attended the 
Barnes school, but may have 
been aware of the school-

master and his family in the 
town. Roberts’ family migrated 
to Australia in 1869 and Roberts 
eventually became a leading 
artist in the Australian impres-

sionist movement. One of his 
most well known paintings is 

Shearing the Rams (1890).

The Shepherd andThe Shepherd and
William BarnesWilliam Barnes

William Barnes Society

An’ I do bide all day among
The bleaten sheep, an’ pitch their vwold,
An’ when the evenen shades be long
Do zee all a ‘penned an’ twold.
From ‘The Shepherd O’ the Farm’ by William Barnes

FOR MORE INFORMATION
William Barnes Society
williambarnessociety.org.uk
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